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(54) Itinerary preparing system 

(57) A system which is capable of planning a tour 
time schedule using simple facility information entered 
by a traveler and then easily and quickly preparing a 
complete itinerary for implementing a comfortable tour. 
When the traveler inputs desired facilities (destinations), 
departure date and time, a departure location and a re- 
turn destination, a schedule preparation section calcu- 
lates the basic route by searching data bases and also 



searches basic stay time previously set with regard to 
the entered facilities from basic stay time storage sec- 
tion, thereby preparing an itinerary. If the items entered 
by the traveler do not contain supplementary items for 
smoothly implementing the tour, the supplementary 
Items stored in the supplementary item storage section 
are incorporated to prepare a time schedule which takes 
the basic stay time of the supplementary items into con- 
sideration. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to an itinerary preparing sys- 
tem, and more specifically to a system for preparing a 
detailed itinerary based on simple hformation entered 
by a traveller. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ARTS 

Recently, navigation systems have been widely 
used. These navigation systems are capable of indicat- 
ing a recommended travelling route between the 
present position and the final destination on stored map 
information. Similarly, communication systems have 
been proposed in which an optimum traveling route can 
be obtained while taking necessary information such as 
road traffic information obtained by accessing a data- 
base from a vehicle-mounted terminal or a portable ter- 
minal and the like, into consideration. Other communi- 
cation systems for receiving e.g., guide information for 
amusement facilities and restaurants have been also 
proposed. 

For example, Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publica- 
tion Hei 5-31 3583 discloses a navigation system for pro- 
viding the shortest and most efficient route for travelling 
a plurality of destinations entered by a traveller (a parcel 
delivery person) by the addresses. 

Also, an itinerary preparing system which uses 
these navigation systems tor planning an itinerary in- 
cluding desired destinations has been proposed. Ac- 
cording to such a system, it is possible to calculate time 
required to reach each of the destinations through a rec- 
ommended route, from the travel distance and the traffic 
history ol the route, so as to reflect the time schedule 
onto the itinerary, thereby preparing an itinerary which 
fits the actual situations. 

In the above-mentioned itinerary preparing system, 
however, it is necessary for a traveler to individually in- 
put a duration of stay (hereinafter merely referred to as 
"stay time') for each destination, when planning an itin- 
erary including a time schedule. This increases the 
number of input items which must be entered by the 
traveler, which makes the input process more laborious. 

On the other hand, in order to make a trip comfort- 
able and not overly tiring, it is necessary to take meals 
and rests or, in some cases, to lodge, at appropriate in- 
tervals. However, when planning an itinerary, a travel- 
er's interest is usually centered on destinations he/she 
wishes to visit. Therefore, the traveler mainly inputs in- 
formation on these desired destinations, and does not 
input or fails to input detailed meal and rest information, 
unless his/her tour object is to take meals or rests. As a 
result, the following inconvenience would arise when ac- 
tually implementing the prepared tour because of the 



unexpected time taken for meals andfor rests, the trave- 
ler may not be able to reach the destination by the orig- 
inally scheduled time, or the traveler may feel uncom- 
fortable. This leads to a problem that the scheduled tour 
5 cannot be implemented smoothly. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention is intended to overcome the 
to foregoing problems, and its object is to provide an itin- 
erary preparing system which is capable of planning a 
time schedule from simple information on desired des- 
tinations so as to easily and quickly prepare an itinerary 
for implementing a smooth trip. 
'5 To this end, in accordance with one embodiment of 
the present invention, there is provided an itinerary pre- 
paring system for preparing an itinerary based on infor- 
mation regarding a! least one facility entered by a trave- 
ler, the system comprising: basic stay time storage 
20 means for previously storing basic stay time for each of 
said facilities; search means for searching through the 
basic stay time storage means for the basic stay time 
corresponding to said lacilities; and schedule prepara- 
tion means for preparing an itinerary based on the 
2S searched basic stay time. 

In this specification, the facilities' mean destina- 
tions for a trip as well as intermediate locations the trave- 
ler visits before reaching the destinations, and include 
sightseeing spots or the like having no buildings, as well 
30 as actual buildings. The "basic stay time* for each facility 
means an optimal time period for utilizing the facility, 
such as 1 hour for a restaurant for having lunch, which 
is an appropriate time for lunch, and 6 hours for an 
amusement park, which is sufficient for enjoying the fa- 
35 cilities. This basic stay time may be automatically set by 
the system as a recommended time according to past 
data based on the traveler's activity patterns, or may be 
freely set or changed by the traveler himself/herself. 
According to this system, if the traveler simply en- 
<o ters the positions (addresses) and names of the desired 
facilities, optimal stay time for these facilities is ob- 
tained. Thus, it is possible from a simplified input oper- 
ation to plan a tour time schedule fitting the actual situ- 
ations, thereby easily preparing a whole itinerary. 
& In accordance with another embodiment, there is 
provided an itinerary preparing system for preparing an 
itinerary based on information regarding at least one fa- 
cility entered by a traveler, the system comprising: sup- 
plementary item storage means for storing supplemen- 
^o tary items for smoothly implementing a tour, item judge- 
ment means for determining whether or not said supple- 
mentary items are contained in items entered by the 
traveler, and schedule supplement means for inserting 
said supplementary items into predetermined time 
55 points in the itinerary on the basis of the result from the 
judge means to supplement said itinerary. 

The "supplementary items' are items recommend- 
ed to be incorporated into the itinerary so that the trave- 
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ler can securely reach the entered facilities with less fa- 
tigue and smoothly implement the tour. The 'predeter- 
mined time points" into which the supplementary items 
are inserted are optimum time points for implementing 
the content of the supplemental items, when taking time, s 
traveling route, elapsed traveling time and so on into 
consideration. For example, a time point after traveling 
an expressway for an hour, or a time poinl just past noon 
is considered to be appropriate for implementing the 
contents (rest or meal) of the supplementary items. io 

According to this system, if the items entered by the 
traveler do not contain the supplementary items that are 
desirably incorporated into the itinerary in order to 
smoothly visit the entered facilities, these supplementa- 
ry items are inserted into appropriate time points so as is 
to complete the itinerary. As a result, it is possible to plan 
an ideal itinerary which more closely matches actual sit- 
uation. 

In a further embodiment, said supplementary items 
are rest facilities. 20 

Here, the 'rest facilities - are facilities which tempo- 
rarily interrupt traveling, such as lodging facilities includ- 
ing hotels, as well as road-side shops, coffee shops, res- 
taurants, or scenic view with available parking, such as 
a hill with a fine view. 25 

With such a structure, it is possible to appropriately 
incorporate a rest time which the traveler tends to miss 
at the time of input operations, thereby preparing a more 
comfortable itinerary with less fatigue. 

In still further embodiment, said supplementary item so 
storage means stores the rest facilities and basic stay 
time at these facilities, and said schedule supplement 
means inserts the rest facilities into predetermined time 
points in the itinerary when the supplemental items are 
not contained in the entered items based on the result 35 
from the item judgement means and plans a time sched- 
ule based on the basic stay time of these rest facilities 
so as lo supplementing the itinerary. 

According to such a system, it is possible to prepare 
a detailed itinerary which better fits actual situations sim- 40 
ply by entering basic information regarding desired fa- 
cilities. 

In still a further embodiment, there Is provided an 
itinerary preparing system further comprising: basic stay 
time storage means for previously storing basic stay 4S 
time for each of said facilities; search means for search- 
ing through the basic stay time storage means for the 
basic stay time corresponding to said facilities; and 
schedule preparation means for preparing an itinerary 
based on the searched base stay time of the entered so 
facilities and the basic stay time of the inserted supple- 
mental facilities. 

According to such a system, it is possible to prepare 
an ideal itinerary which better fits actuaJ situations sim- 
ply by entering information regarding the intended facil- ss 
ities. 

Further, in another embodiment of the present in- 
vention, the system further includes change means for 



changing the basic stay time and the supplementary 
items. 

According to such a system, it b possible to rapidly 
provide basic stay time and supplemental items that fit 
the traveler's activity patterns. 

Still further, in another embodiment of the present 
invention, the system further hcludes an output section 
for outputting the prepared itinerary. The output section 
can be, for example, a display or a printer. 

According to such a system, it is easy to verify the 
prepared itinerary, which further makes it easier for the 
traveler to review the prepared schedule. 

Further, to achieve the above object, in accordance 
with another embodiment, there is provided a program 
storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embod- 
ying a program of instructions executable by the ma- 
chine to perform method steps for making an itinerary, 
said method steps comprising steps of: 

1 ) receiving information regarding facilities; 

2) searching through a database which stores a ba- 
sic stay time corresponding to each of the facilities 
lor the basic stay time corresponding to each the 
facilities; and 

3) preparing an itinerary based on the searched ba- 
sic stay time. 

Still further, to achieve the above object, in accord- 
ance with another embodiment, there is provided a pro- 
gram storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the 
machine to perform method steps Tor making an itiner- 
ary, said method steps comprising steps of: 

1 ) receiving information regarding facilities; 

2) determining whether or not the received facility 
information contains supplementary items for 
smoothly implementing a tour; and 

3) when the supplementary items are not contained 
in the received information as a result from the de- 
termining step, inserting the supplementary items 
into predetermined time points in the itinerary so as 
to complete the itinerary. 

The program storage device includes, for example, 
a magnetic disc, magnetic tape, RAM, flash memory, 
optical disc, DVD, and so on, as well as a CD-ROM and 
a floppy disc. The storage device also includes a RAM 
which stores the program received from an outside serv- 
ice center via a communication line and is used to per- 
form an itinerary preparing operation. 

According to the above configuration, the program 
stored in the storage device can be executed by a per- 
sonal computer or the like. Thus, it is possible to easily 
prepare an itinerary which can be smoothly implement- 
ed, by using existing hardware. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will become more apparent 
from the following detailed description of a presently 
preferred embodiment when taken in conjunction with 5 
the accompanying drawings. 

Fig. 1 is a schematic system block dag ram of an 
itinerary preparing system in accordance with one em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 shows examples of basic stay time for each io 
facility used in the system of the present invention. 

Fig. 3 shows examples of application timing and ba- 
sic stay time for each of supplementary items. 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart for explaining procedure for pre- 
paring the itinerary in the system of the present inven- *5 
tion. 

Fig. 5 shows an example of a displayed supplemen- 
tary guide in the system of the present invention. 

Fig. 6 shows an example of an itinerary prepared 
by the system of the present invention. 20 

Fig. 7 is an explanatory view for showing a case 
where a computer is operated by using a storage device 
which stores a program for executing an itinerary pre- 
paring operation. 

25 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to Fig. 1 , an itinerary preparing system 1 0 
includes a schedule preparation section (CPU) 12 which 
contains therein a route operation section, data search 30 
section, learning function section, etc (not shown). The 
itinerary preparing system 10 may be composed of a 
portable personal computer, a desktop computer, or a 
vehicle-mounted terminal. External or internal data bas- 
es 14 are connected to the data search section of the 3$ 
schedule preparation section 12 by direct or wireless 
means. The external data base includes an information 
center which provides a large amount of facility informa- 
tion and a traffic information center. The system 10 is 
thus capable of obtaining desired information such as 40 
map information, facility guide, traffic information, or the 
like from the internal or external data bases. 

The schedule preparation section 12 is also con- 
nected to a display section 16 which indicates a pre- 
pared schedule orthe development of the operation pro- 45 
cedure, and to an input section 18 which is either inte- 
grally formed with or separately provided of the display 
section 16. If the input section 18 is integrally formed 
with the display section 16, it may be a touch switch pro- 
vided on the display section 1 6, whereas if the input sec- so 
tion 1 8 is separate, it may be a keyboard, mouse, or oth- 
er device. 

The schedule preparation section 12 is further con- 
nected to a storage section 20 for storing specific data 
regarding the itinerary preparation. The storage section 55 
20 includes a base stay time storage section 20a which 
stores the basic stay time for each facility, supplemen- 
tary item storage section 20b which stores supplemen- 



tary items for completing the itinerary, which will be de- 
scribed later, and also a section which stores data on 
itineraries which were made in the past. Here, the basic 
stay time storage section 20a and the supplementary 
item storage section 20b constitute, together with the 
schedule preparation section 1 2 and the input section 
18, change means which is capable of changing the 
content of memory as desired. This structure enables 
the system to provide basic time and supplementary 
items that fit the traveler's activity patterns. The itinerary 
preparing system 10 previously stores the basic stay 
time for certain facilities based on the traveler's activity 
patterns. At the time of schedule preparation, the sys- 
tem 10 plans a time schedule while considering the ba- 
sic stay time and rapidly prepares a whole itinerary. 

Further, the itinerary preparing system 10 previous- 
ly stores supplementary items for supplementing the 
itinerary such that the traveler can smoothly visit the de- 
sired facilities. At the time of schedule preparation, the 
system 10 considers and appropriately incorporates the 
supplementary items to rapidly prepare a full itinerary. 

The procedure for preparing an itinerary will be de- 
scribed with reference to display examples of Figs. 2 
and 3, and a operation flowchart of Fig. 4. 

First of all, a traveler previously registers basic stay 
time of any desired facilities in the basic stay time stor- 
age section 20a of the storage section 20 as a prepara- 
tion for making itinerary. As shown in Fig. 2, the basic 
stay time is set for each facilities. For example, if the 
facility is an amusement park, a sufficient time for en- 
joying the facilities (e.g., 6 hours) is set, while a sufficient 
time for shopping (e.g., 2 hours) is set for a department 
store. Likewise, for shops to have breakfast and dinner, 
e.g., 0.5 and 2 hours is set respectively. Further, for tak- 
ing a rest in a coffee shop or the like, 1 hour is set, while 
for taking a rest at a service station (S.S.) or a parking 
area (P.A.), for example 0.5 hours is set. The basic stay 
time stored in the basic stay time storage section 20a 
and the facilities having the basic time may be automat- 
ically set by the leaning function section of the schedule 
preparation section 12 with reference to the traveler's 
activity patterns in the past (such as stay time for similar 
facilities in the past itinerary) or may be freely set or 
modified by the traveler through the input section 18. 
Although the basic stay time is set tor each of relatively 
roughly classified facilities in Fig. 2, it may be set for 
more specific facilities, such as 7 hours for the XY 
amusement park, 4.5 hours for the YZ department store, 
and so on. In this specification, the facility means a tour 
destination and also an intermediate place the traveler 
visits before reaching the destination, or the like, and 
includes sightseeing spots or the like having no build- 
ings, as well as actual buildings. 

The traveler also registers previously, in the supple- 
mentary item storage section 20b, supplementary items 
for supplementing the itinerary so as to smoothly visit 
the desired facilities. The supplementary items are 
items which are recommended to be incorporated into 
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the itinerary so that the traveler can securely reach the 
entered facilities with less fatigue and can smoothly im- 
plement the prepared tour. Actually, as shown in Fig. 3, 
the supplementary items are. for example, rest, meal, 
and tadge, and application timings at which these sup- 
plementary items should be considered are also set. For 
example, it is recommended to take a rest after 1 00 min- 
utes driving along an ordinary road, and to take a rest 
after 60 minutes driving abng an expressway. Likewise, 
it is recommended to have breakfast when it is past 8: 
00 am. Further, if the itinerary is implemented after 23: 
00, it is recommended to lodge at a hotel or the like- 
As shown in Fig. 3, the basic stay time is set for 
each of the supplementary items. 

Referring to Fig. 4, in order to start making an itin- 
erary, the traveler inputs a desired facility (destination) 
(step Si 00). The facility may be input by searching a 
facility list or destination list provided from the data base 
14 connected to the schedule preparation section 12 
and then designating the desired facility, or by retrieving 
map information from the data base 14 and indicating 
the facility on the map. Alternatively, the traveler may 
directly input the name or the address of the facility and 
search the data base 14. When more than one facilities 
are desired, the foregorig input operation is repeated. 
Then, the schedule preparation section 1 2 searches the 
basic stay time storage section 20a of the storage sec- 
tion 20 to obtain the basic stay time for the designated 
facility (step S101). For example, when an amusement 
park is designated, 6 hours is detected as the basic stay 
time. Similarly, 2 hours is detected as the basic stay time 
for a shop where the traveler has dinner. 

Next, the departure time and date, a departure 
point, and a return destination are input (step S102). For 
example, data such as "April 9, 1996, 8:00 am, depar- 
ture from the Mishima station and return to the Mis him a 
station' are input. 

When the facility, departure date and locations are 
specified, the route operation section (not shown) of the 
schedule preparing section 1 2 calculates an actual trav- 
el route using map information obtained from the data 
base 14 (step S103). This travel route is composed of 
a plurality of links, each of which is obtained, for exam- 
ple, by dividing a road having a width of 5.5m or more, 
or a Japanese national road, into sections for every in- 
tersection. Starting from the departure point, the sched- 
ule preparation sectbn 12 calculates and sequentially 
accumulates time required for travelling each link. In this 
manner, for every link, the schedule preparation section 
12 calculates total required time and also link passing 
time obtained by adding the total required time to the 
departure time (step S104). At this time, the schedule 
preparing section 12 obtains information on the traffic 
jam tendency or the traffic regulation and so on concern- 
ing the objective links by accessing the data bases 14, 
so as to calculate the time required for the links and es- 
tablish the time schedule. 

It is then determined whether or not the total re- 



quired time has reached the application timing of the 
supplementary item. In this embodiment, it is firstly de- 
termined whether or not the rest time is reached, Le., 
whether the total required time > the rest time (step 
5 S1 05). In order to make a smooth and comfortable trip, 
it is preferable to take rests at appropriate intervals. 
Therefore, if the total required time exceeds 100 min- 
utes, which is an appropriate timing for taking a rest, 
during travel on an ordinary road, a guidance to recom- 
io mend a rest is performed (step S106). In this case, as 
shown in Fig. 5, at the position on the display section 1 6 
where the total required time exceeds the application 
timing, a guidance indicating, for example, "You should 
rest soon. Will you take a rest? YES/NO - is displayed. 
>5 Then, the traveler determines whether or not he/she 
needs a rest around there, that is, whether or not to per- 
form the supplement (step S107). 

If the traveler determines to perform the supple- 
ment, he/she selects 'YES" through the input section 

20 1 8. Then, the data search section of the schedule prep- 
aration section 12 searches the data bases 14 to make 
lists of rest facilities such as restaurants along the road, 
coffee shops with parking lots, and so on, near the lo- 
cation of the application timing (preferably along the 

25 route), and indicates the lists on the display section 1 B. 
The traveler selects the desired facility among the lists 
(step S108). The schedule preparation section 12 then 
searches the basic stay time for the selected facility and 
adds the time to the total required time (step S109). At 

30 this time, if the selected facility does not locate along 
the route, the time required to go to and return from the 
facility is also added to the time accumulation. The basic 
stay time may be roughly set for each of the supplemen- 
tary items as shown in Fig. 3, or may be specifically set 

35 for individual facilities. 

If the total required time does not exceed the appli- 
cation timing at step S1 05, if the supplement is complet- 
ed (step S109), or the supplement is rejected at step 
Si 07, it is determined whether or not to take a meal, 

40 which is the next supplementary item, i.e. the link pass- 
ing time > the meal time (step S110). Specifically, it is 
determined whether or not the link passing time has 
passed the predetermined absolute time. For having 
breakfast, for example, it is determined whether or not 

45 the link passing time has passed the predetermined ab- 
solute time 8:00. If it has, a supplementary guidance rec- 
ommending having breakfast is performed (step S111). 
As in the case of taking a rest, this guidance is per- 
formed by indicating, for example, "You should have 

50 breakfast soon. Will you have breakfast? YES/NO". The 
traveler determines whether or not he/she desires to 
have breakfast around there, that is, whether or not to 
perform the supplement (step S112). If the traveler de- 
termines to perform the supplement, he/she selects 

55 "YES" through the input section 18. Then, the data 
search section searches the data bases 1 4 to make lists 
of rest facilities where the traveler can have breakfast, 
such as restaurants, coffee shops with parking lots, and 
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so on. near the location of the application timing, and 
indicates the lists on the display section 18. The traveler 
selects the desired facility among the lets (step S113). 
The schedule preparing section 12 then searches the 
basic stay time for the selected facility and adds the time 5 
to the total required time (step S 1 1 4), as in the foregoing 
case. If the link passing time has not passed the appli- 
cation time at step S11 0, if the supplement is completed 
(step S114), or the supplement is rejected at step S112, 
it is determined whether or not it is a time for lodging, io 
which is the next supplementary item, that is, the link 
passing time > the lodging time (step S 11 5). Specifically, 
as in the case of taking a meal, it is determined whether 
or not the link passing time has passed the predeter- 
mined absolute time. For example, if the link passing is 
time has passed 23:00, a supplementary guidance to 
recommend to lodge is performed (step S116). The pro- 
cedures for determinrig whether or not to perform the 
supplement at steps S115 to S119 are similar to steps 
S1 10 to S1 14, and will not be described again. The basic 20 
stay time for lodging is, for example, until the checkout 
time of the facility in the folbwing morning, and the itin- 
erary in the following morning starts from this checkout 
time. Further, when lodging facilities such as a hotel are 
displayedat step S11 8, the reservation status and/or the 25 
charge may also be displayed. 

If the link passing time has not passed the applica- 
tion time at step S115, if the supplement is completed 
(step S1 19), or the supplement is rejected atstepS117, 
it is judged that review of the predetermined supplemen- 30 
tary items with regard to currently accumulated links is 
completed, and it is further determined whether or not 
accumulation of all the links from the departure point to 
return destination is completed (step S120). If the accu- 
mulation is not completed, the process returns back to 35 
step S 104 to add the next link, and the ope rat ion proce- 
dures from steps 105 to 120 are repeated. 

Further, when the traveler rejects a supplement of 
rest, meal, lodge, or the like, he/she may input data in- 
dicating when he/she will need that rejected item next 40 
time, so that a guidance regarding that rejected item will 
not be performed for a certain time. This makes it un- 
necessary for the traveler to determine at each link ac- 
cumulation, whether to accept the item which has been 
rejected, thereby smoothly performing a supplement op- 45 
e ration. 

If accumulation of all the links is completed, the itin- 
erary is affirmed (step S121), and the content of the 
schedule is displayed on the display sectbn 1 6 or is out- 
putted to a printer or the like (not shown). so 

Fig. 6 shows an example of itinerary which incorpo- 
rates the supplementary items, prepared in accordance 
with the present invention. In this case, the traveler in- 
puts, as the desired facilities, data indicating art appre- 
ciation at an art museum in Ueno and shopping in a de- 55 
partment store in Yokohama at step S100 (see Fig. 4). 
The traveler also inputs, at step S102, the departure 
date and time, the departure point and the return desti- 



nation. Then, the itinerary preparing system 10 prepares 
an itinerary as shown in Fig. 6 based on the flowchart 
of Fig. 4, while incorporating the supplementary items 
such as rest, lunch, dinner, or the like into the schedule. 

The prepared schedule may be displayed on the 
route map, or may be indicated in time sequence as a 
time schedule, as shown in Fig. 6. 

Although, in the foregoing embodiment, rests, 
meals and lodging have been described as examples of 
supplementary items, other items may be freely added 
as desired. 

Further, the program for executing an itinerary mak- 
ing process (see Fig. 4) by the itinerary making system 
according to the embodiments may be stored in a stor- 
age device 22 shown in Fig. 7. The program stored in 
the storage device is then installed into a computer 24 
or the like of Fig. 7, so that the itinerary making system 
can be established. The storage device includes, for ex- 
ample, a magnetic disc, magnetic tape, RAM, flash 
memory, optical disc, DVD, and so on, as well as a CD- 
ROM, and a floppy disc. The storage device also in- 
cludes a RAM which stores the program received from 
an outside service center via a communication line and 
is used to perform an itinerary preparing operation. 

As shown in Fig. 7, the information can be obtained 
from the external database 1 4 shown in Fig. 1 by simply 
connecting the computer 24 to a modem 26. In the case 
where a CD-ROM which already stores information in 
the database 14 is used, the itinerary preparing opera- 
tion may be executed without using the modem 26. 

As described, according to the present invention, it 
is possible to plan a time schedule from simple informa- 
tion regarding desired destinations so as to simply and 
quickly make an itinerary for implementing a smooth 
tour. 

While there has been described what is at preset 
considered to be a preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion, it will be understand that various modifications may 
be made thereto, and it is intended that the appended 
claims cover all such modifications as fall within the true 
spirit and scope of the invention. 



Claims 

1. An itinerary preparing system for preparing an itin- 
erary based on information regarding at least one 
facility entered by a traveler, the system comprising: 

basic stay time storage means for previously 
storing basic stay time for each of said facilities; 
search means for searching through said basic 
storage means for the basic stay time corre- 
sponding to said facilities; and 
schedule preparation means for planning a tour 
time schedule based on the searched basic 
stay time to prepare the itinerary. 
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2. A system according to claim 1 further comprising 
change means for changing said basic stay time. 

3. A system according to claim 1 further comprising an 
output section for outputting the prepared itinerary. 

4. An itinerary preparing system for preparing an itin- 
erary based on hlormation regarding at least one 
facility entered by a traveler, the system comprising: 



10. A system according to claim 9 further comprising an 
output section for outputting the prepared itinerary. 

11. A program storage device readable by a machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions exe- 
cutable by the machine to perform method steps for 
making an itinerary, said method steps comprising 
steps of: 

1) receiving information regarding facilities; 

2) searching through a database which stores 
a basic stay time corresponding to each of the 
facilities for the basic stay time corresponding 
to each the facilities; and 

3) preparingan itinerary based on the searched 
basic stay time. 

12. A program storage device readable by a machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions exe- 
cutable by the machine to perform method steps for 
making an itinerary, said method steps comprising 
steps of: 

1) receiving information regarding facilities; 

2) determining whether or not the received fa- 
cility information contains supplementary items 
for smoothly implementing a tour; and 

3) when the supplementary items are not con- 
tained in the received information as a result 
from the determining step, inserting the supple- 
mentary items into predetermined time points 
in the itinerary so as to complete the itinerary. 



supplementary item storage means for storing 
supplementary items for smoothly implement- 
ing a tour; 

item judgement means for determining whether 
or not said supplementary items are contained is 
in items entered by the traveler; and 
schedule supplement means for inserting said 
supplementary items into the predetermined 
time points of the itinerary when said supple- 
mentary items are not contained in the entered 20 
items based on the result from said judgement 
means to supplement said schedule. 

5. A system according to claim 4 further comprising 
change means for changing said supplementary 25 
items. 

6. A system according to claim 4, wherein said sup- 
plementary items are rest facilities. 

30 

7. A system according to claim 4 further comprising an 
output section for outputting the prepared itinerary. 

8. A system according to claim 6, wherein said sup- 
plementary item storage means stores said rest fa- 35 
cilities and the basic stay time of said rest facilities, 
and wherein said schedule supplement means in- 
serts said supplementary items Into the predeter- 
mined time points of the itinerary when said supple- 
mentary items are not contained in the entered 40 
items based on the result from the item judgement 
means and plans a time schedule based on the ba- 
sic stay time of the supplementary items to supple- 
ment the itinerary. 

45 

9. A system according to claim 8, further comprising: 

basic stay time storage means for previously 
storing basic stay time for each of said facilities; 
search means for searching through the basic so 
stay time storage means for the basic stay time 
corresponding to said facilities; and 
schedule preparation means for planning a tour 
time schedule based on the searched basic 
stay time of the entered facilities and the basic ss 
stay time of the inserted supplementary facili- 
ties to prepare the itinerary. 
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